CONVERSATION CAFE

WELCOME TO
CONVERSATION CAFE!

Conversation Cafés are a weekly opportunity to meet new friends and
gather with old friends. We can practice our English. We can learn more
about Canada and Canadians. And we can learn about the places and
cultures of others in our Cafés. Together we can practice more than just
English.

Today we will discuss what people talk about when they meet for the first time.
In Canada, one of the first questions we ask is “What's your name?” And if it is not a familiar
name to us, we may ask you to say your name again. We may even ask "Can you please spell

your name?” or “‘How do you say your name?” These questions are acceptable in Canada.

Let’s get to know each other.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Some questions are personal. You don't have to answer them.
You can say, “I'd rather not say” or “I'll pass this question.”

1. What is your name, and does it have a meaning? (Spell your name
for your partners.)

2. Where are you from? (Which country and city?)
3. When did you come to Canada? Where do you live now?
4. What languages do you speak?

5. What do people do when they meet in your culture? (For example,
do they shake hands, bow, or kiss?)

6. In your culture, what do two people say when they meet each other for the
first time? (Say the words in your language and translate the exact meaning.)

7. What do people in your home country usually talk about when they meet
someone for the first time?

8. What questions would people in your home country never ask when you
first meet them?

9. What did you do for work in the past?

10. What do you like to do in your spare time?
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Every Café includes a short spiritual conversation. Why?
Because we in the Christian faith believe that people are spiritual.
If you want to learn more about Jesus and His teachings, ask your facilitator
about Discovery Group Studies.

GOD MADE ME UNIQUE

"God formed the way | think and feel. God put me together in my
mother's womb. | praise You, God, because You made me in such a
wonderful way. | know how amazing that was!" (Psalm 139:13-14)

Around 3,000 years ago, there was a poet king named David. While he
wasn't familiar with genetics, he strongly believed that God played a
vital role in shaping him while he was still in his mother's womb. David was convinced that God
infused us with various aspects of our identity, like our personality, character, interests, and skills.
Both our inner and outer selves were, according to David, crafted by God.

This belief is why we incorporate the spiritual dimension into every Conversation Café.

1. What makes people special?
2. Do you think our design is amazing?
3. Have you changed as a person as you have grown older?

EXPRESSIONS

Break the ice - to make the atmosphere warmer or friendlier by
helping people start speaking to each other. “That was a great game
to break the ice. | feel very comfortable in this group now.”

Small talk - to talk about unimportant topics such as the weather; to
have an informal conversation. "After small talk about what we did on
the weekend, our team began the regular Monday planning meeting.”

Get acquainted - to get to know someone in a conversation. “Valerie
always asks new people about their family and home country to get
acquainted with them.”
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